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down to us from the first three centuries after CHRIST ; and this value is considerably enhanced by the fervor, the beauty, and the surpassing eloquence which adorned the Church in that early day, and in the ages following. These were familiarly known to the Reformers of the Church of England; and having taken the primitive Church as their model, and as the best witness of Catholic principles and usages, they transfused its spirit not only into the Liturgy, but into the whole frame-work and superstructure of that venerable fabric they aimed to restore. How well they succeeded, is evidenced in that fearless appeal which Catholics ever make, first to the Apostolic Church, then to those who drew their principles from it along with their infant breath, and flourished and died in an age when inspiration itself was scarcely extinct. That Church has nothing to dread, which can lay its standards on the altar of antiquity, and return them to her bosom signed with the glorious testimony of a Polycarp, an Ignatius, a Clement, and a " noble army of martyrs ;" nothing has she to dread, but the possibility of declension, and unfaithfulness to her sacred trust.
PRIORY. A house occupied by a society of religious persons, the chief of whom was termed a Prior or Prioress; and of these there were two sorts : first, where the Prior was chosen by the convent, and governed as independently as any Abbot in his abbey: such were the Cathedral Priors, and most of those of the Austin order. Secondly, where the priory was a cell subordinate to some great abbey, and the prior was placed and displaced at the will of the Abbot. But there was a considerable difference in the regulation of these cells; for some were altogether subject to their respective Abbots, who sent what officers and monks they pleased, and took their revenues into the common stock of the abbeys; whilst others consisted of a stated number of monks, under a prior sent to them from the superior abbey, and these priories paid a pension yearly, as an acknowledgment of their subjection, but acted in other matters as independent bodies, and had the rest of the revenues for their own use. The priories or cells were always of the same order as the abbeys on which they depende'd, though sometimes their inmates were of a different sex ; it. being usual, after the